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Over the Editor’s. Trainsheet 


On the problem of what should constitute a "Railfan" trip, 
there is much division of thought ranging from complete dis- 
satisfaction with trips in the past to support for what your 
editor would call a "Sunday Circus". Perhaps the difficulty 
lies in the fact that the term railfan is itself a very loose 
term covering both the serious railroad historian and the per- 
son who likes an occasional train ride, 

One point we cannot yield is complete accuracy in excur- 
sion announcements, "Locomotive Pictures Galore" must mean 
just that or sponsors will be called to explain, 

In this connection, we must observe that the features of 
the Sante Cruz trip have been very much understated. Railfans 
of all shades of interest will find the trip well worth the 
taking . 


The Editor's Prayer: "God grant me the serenity to accept 


the things I cannot change, courage to change things I can, 
and wisdom to know the difference." 


SPRING EXCURSION SCHEDULE FOR 1948 





Sunday, April 25th - Southern Pacific to Santa Cruz, Olympia 
and Davenport, fare $5.50, sponsored by 
Northern California Railroad Club, 

Sunday, May 2nd - Key System (tentitive) covering lines 
10, 11 and 12 which may be abandoned 
on the lstz sponsored by the Bay Area 
Electric Railroad Association. 

Sunday, May 16th - Southern Pacific and Michigan-Calif, 


Lumber Company to Placerville and Camino, 


sponsored by Calif.-Nevada Railroad 
Historical Society. 

Sunday, June 6th - Southern Pacific (tentitive) covering 
by steam train the former electric lines 
in the East Bay. Sponsored by the Bay 
Area Electric Railroad Association, 

Saturday, June 12th - McCloud River Railroad party trip cover- 
ing Pondosa branch on freight train. By 
Northern California Railroad Club, 

Sunday, June 20th - Southern Pacific and Sierra Railroad 


(tentitive) Oakdale and Sonora; sponsored 


by Calif.-Nevada Railroad Historical 
Society. 
Official Notices will be sent as soon as issued by the 
respective sponsors. Further details will also be printed 
in The Western Railroader as released. 
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) Santa Cruz, Olympia & Davenport 


Unlike the Santa Cruz and 
Olympia branches, the Davenport 
line is of a much later period, 
The Ocean Shore was first to con- 
struct a line up the coast, but 
in 1905 the S.P. omganized the 
Coast Line Railway to construct 
a line of its own between Santa 
Cruz and Davenport to serve the 
Cement plant. 

The two lines ran parallel 
to each other almost like a double 
track railway at some points. As 
might be expected the SP line got 
the cement plant business, but the 
Ocean Shore extended up the coast 
to Swanton and served the San 
Viciente Lumber Company. Even 
after the Ocean Shore abandoned 
its southern division tracks were 
used by the lumber company which 
used the line to reach its mill 
in Santa Cruz with timber from the 
hills up along the coast, 

The Southern Pacific took 
over the Coast Line Railway in 
1917 taking over the bonds of the 
company in the deal, 

The Santa Cruz Portland 


, Cement Company plant at Davenport 


originally built a standard gauge 
steam line back into the hills to 
its quary, but later converted the 
line to three foot gauge electric 
operation, It is operated with 
two mine-type electric motors 
which haul strings of 4-wheel dump 
cars. 

Only recently the company 
purchased the former Pacific Coast 
interurban car converted by the 
Port San Luis Transportation to a 


; gas car for passenger service, 
~ It is now being prepared for service, 


Unfortunately, the electric 


‘ line comes into. the plant from the 


rear and is almost 4 mile from the 
SP depot.. 

Thanks to Bob Willey and 
Jack Gibson for the histories 


We and to Capt. Shaw and the 












Santa Cruz Railroad Company 


By Bob Willey 
? 


The first organized railroad company that planned to 
build a line from Pajaro (Watsonville Junction) to Santa Cruz 
was the Santa Cruz & Watsonville Railroad Company. It had 
financial difficulties, however, and was reorganized even 
before any construction was done on the line, 

With new backers it emerged from reorganization as the 
Santa Cruz Railroad Company. It was built in the days of } 
county subsidies and the backers could see no reason why they 
should not gét one also. An election was held on December 
llth, 1871, at which the county supervisors were authorized 
to issue a $100,000 subsidy. A flaw was found in the ar- 
rangement, and a second election was held on November 5th, 

1872, at which the county supervisors were authorized to pay 
$6000 in bonds for each mile of line from Pajaro to Point Ano 
Nuevo (New Year's Point, north of Santa Cruz on the coast), ‘ 





Construction on a narrow gauge line, three feet between 
rails, started almost immediately thereafter. The twenty 
miles of track between Pajaro and Santa Cruz was put into 
operation on May 18, 1876, with the railroad's first engine, 
No. 1, the "Betsy Jane", pulling the first train from Santa 
Cruz to Pajaro. 

In 1878 the railroad bought the second engine, No, 2, 
the "Jupiter". Another engine, identical to the "Jupiter" 
was also purchased, numbered No. 3 and named the "Pacific", 

During the winter of 1881-1882 a diasterous flood washed 
out the bridge across the San Lorenzo River. The little 
line was so far in debt that the court appointed a commissioner 
to sell the road. The high bid was made by Mr. F. A. Hihn, 
principal backer of the road, on behalf of the Pacific Impro- 
vement Company, a Southern Pacific subsidiary. The formal 
sale of the road took place on October 1, 1881, for the price 
of $198,705, 

In 1883 the Southern Pacific standard gauged the line 
and built a branch from Aptos to the Loma Prieta Lumber 
Company's mill five miles inland from Aptos. 

The Southern Pacific continued to use tiié old Santa Cruz 
Railroad Company's depot on Park Street in Santa Cruz for 
several more years, removing it in February, 1908. The first 
depot and engine house had been built in Seabright on the 
eastern side of the San Lorenzo River when the line was 
originally built. 


ROSTER 


1 “Betsy Jane" 0-4-0 1875 
reputed to have been rebuilt from Threshing 
machine boiler, 
2 "Jupiter" 4-4-0 Baldwin 1878 
3 "Pacific" 4-4-0 Baldwin 1878 


=. 
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Top - Santa Cruz Railroad #1, "Betsy Jane", Willey Collection 





Middle - Santa Cruz Railroad #2, "Jupiter", Willey Collection 
Bottom - Southern Pacific Loma Prieta "local" with No. 80, 


2-4-2T, later No. 1010, at Loma Prieta, Brandt Collect- 
ion. 
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Santa Cruz & Felton Railroad 


By Bob Willey 


The Santa Cruz & Felton Railroad Company was organized 
by Santa Crus civic leaders headed by Joseph Boston, a merch- 
and and tanner. The first name of the railroad was the San 
Lorenzo Railroad Company, but. during a reorganization the name 
was changed |to the Santa Cruz & Felton Railroad Company, which 
it kept until the road was taken over by the South Pacific 
Coast Railroad in 1880, 


Dr. W. F. Peabody was president, Edmund Jones, a business 
associate of Boston's, was secretary, and Boston was treasurer, 
S. A. Bartlett and Horace Gusher were trustees with Gusher later 
becoming president, They were authorized to issue $15,000 in 
bonds, but the end of 1867 showed only $2300 subscribed, 


Thomas W. Wright, who had been county surveyor from 1851 
to 1855, was engineer. It was planned to lay oak rails with 
strips of iron nailed to the top. The oak rails were to be 
eight inches broad set on redwood ties. 


Grading was begun in of 1867 and the plans were to 
build to Kings Creek, above Boulder Creek, and eventually con- 
nect with the San Francisco & San Jose Railroad at Sunnyvale. 
In 1870 the grading was completed to Felton, 


- Operation of railroad started on October 13, 1875, as a 
three foot gauge line on 15 pound rail between Santa Cruz and 
Felton. At first the rails came into Santa Cruz around by 
the river and down Pacific Avenue to the wharf, Later a 
tunnel was bored under Mission Hill and the line relocated on 
what is now Chestnut Avenue, The track on Pacific Avenue 
later became the route of the city's first horse car line, 


The railroad had two engines, three small coaches and 
flat cars for freight. A flume carried lumber from Boulder 
Creek to Felton which the road carried to Santa Crus for trans 
portation by ship. 


The South Pacific Coast Railroad Company's rails joined 
the rails of the Santa Crys & Felton at ad point near Big Trees 
Grove on May 15, 1880. he South Pacific Coast then bought 
the Santa Cruz & Felton and used its tracks as part of its 
main line between Big Trees Grove and Santa Cruz. 


No, Type Name Drvs Cyl Wgt BP Builder Date 
1 0-6-0 "Santa Crus" 28 10x14 15 tons 140 Porter-Bell 1875 
sold to Lake ey | Railroad, Nevada County NG #4. 

2 O-6-0 "Felton" 8 10x14 15 tons 140 Porter-Bell 1875 

sold to Dougherty Lumber Co., Boulder Creek, #1. 
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SACRAMENTO LOOSES ROUND IN CCT TRACK REMOVAL 





Sacramento ate officials were set back in their attempt 
to force the Central California Traction to abandon its line 
on the city streets and run over the SP tracks on R street 
when the California Public Utilities Commission ruled that the 
Interstate Commerce Commission must act on the application. 
City and state highway officials are studying further action 
to force the change according to clippings from the Sacramen 
Bee of March Slst forwarded by Larry Harrison, 


TIDEWATER SOUTHERN GOES ALL-DIESEL 


Both steam and electric engines were retired recently when | 
the Tidewater Southern recieved two 70-ton General Electric 
diesel-electric switchers. Numbered 141 and 142 they replaced 
the TS 132, 2-6-2, WP 121 and 124, 4-6-0's as well as TS electric 
engines 100 and 106. The overhead at Modesto has been removed 
and the 132, 121 and 124 are in the dead line at WP's Stockton 
roundhouse, The two new diesel-electric's together with No. 
135, a 44-ton Electro-Motive job, now operate e 

-- Al Rose and John Carrick 


STOCKTON TERMINAL & EASTERN RECIEVES DIESEL 


The war-surplus diesel-electric switcher reported as pur- 
chased by the Stockton Terminal & Eastern has now gone into 
service and the steam engine No. 1, 4-4-0, has been permanently 
retired as it will need considerable repairs before it could 
be placed in service again, The diesel is a former Army 
switcher of 65-ton weight built by Midwest of Hamilton, Ohio, 
and has been given the number 10 on the ST&E. - John Carrick 


NORTHWEST NOTES FROM ERT FARROW 


“A new engine for the Por$cof Grays Harbor is their No. 5, 
2-8-2 Porter 1924 #6860, I don't know where it came from. The 
Port has another engine #8, a Willamette shay, now out of service, 
The Longview, Portland & Northern has acquired No. 803, 
2-8-2T, from the Long Bell Lumber Company. It retains the same 
— it carried on Long Bell, but has a tender in addition to 
ts tank, 


The Willamett Valley Lumber Company has discontinued its 
railroad line out of Black Rock, Oregon, and its engines, Nos 
ae and 9, all 2-8-2T's, are at the Dulien scrap yard at Port- 

and, : 

Puget Sound Navy Yard has discarded its two remaining steam 
switchers, No. 6, 0-4-0T, Vulcan 1918 #2878, No. ae 0=-4-0T, 
Porter 1918 #63613 and they are now at the Dulien scrap yard 
at Seattle awaiting disposition, 

The Deep River Logging Company is using its No, 7, 2-4-4-2, 
which has been out of service for some time, The company camp 
is located at Naselle, Wn.3 their other engine No, 65, 2«6-2 is 


t . 
out of service Albert Farrow, Auburn, Washington, 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA'S LOCALS NOW DIESEL HAULED 


Santa Fe's Los Angeles-San Bernardino locals which before 
the war consisted of gas car M-180 and during the war was steam 
hauled by 1468, 4-4-2, are now hauled by the stand-by passenger 
diesel-electric from the-San Diegan pool, These trains, Nos, . 
42, 51, 53 and 54, usually consist of one coach and an express 
car with additional cars during the holiday seasons, 

Jack Whitmeyer 
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KEY STREET CAR ABANDONMENT SPEEDED BY POWER SHORTAGE 


The very real power shortage in Northern California is 
giving Key Transit lines a very unreal excuse to abandon its 
street car lines in the East Bay. Lines 14, 15 and 18 were 
abandoned as per schedule Saturday eveing March 27th with car 
918 on line 18, car 951 on line 15 and car 993 on line 16, 

Hearings on the abandonment of car line No. 7 in Berkeley 
resulted in an order by the California Public Utilities 
——— approving abandonment of trackage on Arlington and 

uclid,. 

Hearings on the No. 10, Piedmont, No, 11, Oakland Ave,., 
and No, 12, Grand-16th, were held March 31, and although no 
order has yet been issued the date of May Ist is expected for 
the end of car service on thése and the No, 7 line, 

Hearings on the remaining street car lines, No. 1, East 
14th, No. 2, San Pablo, No. 4, Shattuck and No. 5, Telegraph- 
Grove are scheduled for April 6 with results unpredictable 
although weighted in favor of National City's program dispite 
peers of the City of Oakland to retain car service on these 

nes. 

Car service on the No. 1 and No, 2 lines nights and Sun- 

days ended March 27th with through busses to Richmond and 
Hayward taking over local service. 

Some concern is also feat for the bridge railway lines 
with the fear expressed that the A line may be abandoned as 
part of the 12th Street dam traffic project since Key refuses 
to join in the project.. 


SAN FRANCISCO PARADE OF PLANS CONTINUES 

The latest in the plans suggested for San Francisco, this 
one by Col. Bingham on personal loan to Mayor Robinson by the 
City of New York, which recomended abandonment ef all car lines 
except B, C, F, J, K, L and 40, lasted two days until someone 
discovered that the 50-passenger busses recomended by Bingham 
were bigger than the state--or any other city outside of N.Y.-- 
allowed, This was longer than the De Leuw plan which cost the 
city $200,000 which Robinson rejected even before it was released 
to the public. The mayor is looking for someone who will agree 
with his plan for a subway on Market Street, 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC ENGINE SCRAPPINGS: 

February, 1948: 
Sacramento - 4008, 4-8-8-2; 4044, 4-8-8-2, 

March, 1948: 
Sacramento - 2292, 4-6-0; 2636, 2-8-0; 4003, 4-8-8-2; 

4026, 4-8-8-2; 4038, 4-8-8-2, 

Portland - 3908, 4-6-6-2; 4036, 4-8-8-2. 
Sparks, Nevada - 2667, 2-8-0 
Bayshore - 2435, 4-6-2, 





-- Fred Stindt 
As of February 27th engines 3743 and: 3753 were ordered 
moved from the Salt Lake Division to El Paso for delivery to 
the T&NO lines. - WCW 


SHORT NOTES ON THIS WESTERN RAILROAD WORLD 
The engine on the Ralph L, Smith Lumber Company at Canby 
that blew up was number 91, a three truck shay, acquired some 
years prior to the war from the Red River Lumber, - Gibson 
Pacific Coast Ry 105, 2-8-0, which had been stored at 
San Luis Obispo is now scrapped, but the 110, 4-6-0, is still 
in the old roundhouse though the turntable is now gone, 
8.P.'s Fresno ete has a mixture of diesel switchers with 
Central California 
44-ton No, 501 helping out the usual S.P. power, - Snook 
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